
 

        
 

            
           

                 
          

 
  

                
                
             

 

       

 
                

              
          

 

       
 

 
 

4 Distance Leaming Staggered Schedule M, T, Th, F 

Period 1 Period 1 Period 1 

(50 min} (50 min} (50 min) 
Period 2 8:59-9 :49 Period 2 9 :24- 10:14 Period 2 9:49-10:39 

(15 min} (15 min) 

Break 9:49-10:04 Break Break 10:39-10:54 

(50 min} (50 min} (50 min) 
Period 3 10:08- 10:58 Period 3 10:33-11 :23 Period 3 10:5~ 11:48 

(50 min} (50 min} (50 min) 
Period 4 11 :02- 11 :52 Period 4 11:27-12:17 11 :52-12:42 

(60 min} (60 min ) (60 min) 

Lunch 11:52-12:52 Lunch 12:17-1 :17 Lunch 12:42-1:42 

(50 min} (50 min} (50 min) 
Period 5 12:56-1:46 Period 5 1 :21-2:11 Period 5 1:46-2 :36 

(50 min) (50 min} (50 min} 
Period 6 1:50-2 :40 Period 6 2:15-3:05 2:40-3:30 

After school PE(virtual) After school PE (virtual} PE (virtual) 

Frequently Asked Questions about the Middle School Schedule 

As the Mountain View Whisman School District announced earlier this month that public health conditions in 
Santa Clara County have prevented state and county officials from approving any plans for in-person 
instruction at this time, we will be starting the school year with classes being offered entirely online in Stage 4 
“Connected.” For more information about school reopening planning, please see 
https://www.mvwsd.org/returntolearn 

We know that many of you have questions about your child’s schedule. We have created an FAQ document to 
help answer your questions. As always please feel free to contact us if you have any questions. We appreciate 
your patience as we work to create a smooth start to the school year. 

When does class start for my student? 

The middle schools are on a staggered start schedule by grade. This is to enable more social distancing for 
students when we return to school in “Blended” in-person learning when COVID conditions allow. Grade 6 
starts at 7:55am; Grade 7 starts at 8:20am; Grade 8 starts at 8:45am. 

What does my student’s schedule look like? 
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Zoom Check In/Out Schedule for Wednesday 

6th Grade Minimum Day Schedule 7th Grade Minimum Day Schedule 

1 7:55:00AM 8:40:00AM 0:45 1 8:20:00AM 9:05:00AM 0:45 

2 8:44:00AM 9:20:00AM 0:36 2 9:09:00AM 9:45:00AM 0:36 

3 9:24:00AM 10:00:00 AM 0:36 3 9:49:00AM 10:25:00 AM 0:36 

Brea 10:00:00 AM 10:15:00 AM 0:15 Brea 10:25:00 AM 10:40:00 AM 0:15 

4 10:19:00 AM 10:55:00 AM 0:36 4 10:44:00AM 11:20:00 AM 0:36 

5 10:59:00 AM 11:35:00 AM 0:36 5 11:24:00AM 12:00:00 PM 0:36 

6/PE 11:39:00 AM 12:15:00 PM 0:36 6/PE 12:04:00 PM 12:40:00 PM 0:36 

8th Grade Minimum Day Schedu le 

PE 8:05 :00AM 8:4 1:00AM 0:36 

1 8:45:00AM 9:30 :00AM 0 :45 

2 9:34 :00AM 10:10:00 AM 0:36 

3 10:14:00 AM 10:50 :00 AM 0:36 

Break 10:50 :00 AM 11:05 :00 A. .. 0 :15 

4 11:09 :00 AM 11:45:00 AM 0 :36 

5 11:49 :00 AM 12:25 :00 PM 0 :36 

6 12:29 :00 PM 1:05:00 PM 0 :36 

Why does it look like my child has a big break in the middle of the day on Wednesday? 

On Wednesday, students will check-in (First period) and check-out (Fifth period) on Zoom with their first and 
fifth period teachers. Lessons and assignments for students to complete independently will be posted on the 
dashboard and in google classroom. 

Will there be minimum days? 

There will be minimum days on the first and last day of school, as well as the end of trimester and conference 
week. Please see the schedule below. There will be no weekly Monday late-start days. 
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Why is it that my child did not get the elective(s) they picked? What is an elective wheel? 

In a typical year, students’ preference which elective classes they’d like to take and we do our best to place 
them in their top choices based on their schedules. This year due to COVID and distance learning, we are very 
limited in the courses that we can offer. Which in turn has impacted the way that we schedule our students in 
their classes. Our parameters include the time each student's math class is offered, class capacity, whether 
the class can be taught remotely, the shorter, five-period day as well as teacher credentials and availability. 

We understand the importance of having our students take electives, and while we were unable to provide 
student choice this year, we wanted to give each student a variety of content to experience. Therefore, we 
created the opportunity for students to take three short versions of electives in a “wheel.” An elective wheel 
consists of three different elective courses that are each 12 weeks long. The elective class will change every 
trimester. Students will have three different electives in one year. 

It’s possible that we will be able to expand the opportunity for additional electives 6th Period after school. We’ll 
keep you updated. 

What is covered in the elective classes? 

Below are the elective course descriptions. Electives are offered based on the teachers’ credentials and 
availability. 

Art (CMS & GMS): This exploratory class welcomes students to discover their particular abilities, talents, and 
interests in the visual art. Students will have opportunities to learn basic skills and techniques to create art 
projects reflecting the elements and principles of art. Art projects include drawing, painting, color theory, 
portraits, abstract designs, two and three dimensional construction, and handbuilding with air dry clay. 

Introduction to Spanish Language & Culture (CMS only): This elective course introduces students to the 
Spanish language and the cultures of Spanish-speaking countries. Language learning in this course will focus 
on understanding and speaking key phrases and vocabulary, correct pronunciation, and grammatical 
structures. Students will use individualized on-line Spanish programs such as Duolingo. All language skills will 
be practiced: listening, speaking, reading and writing. This course will also expose students to the traditions, 
customs, histories, and geography of Spanish-speaking countries while they build communication skills. 

Computer Coding (CMS only): Students will learn to design, build, and present computer programs; analyze 
and debug algorithms; collaborate using product design cycles; compare ways of representing data; code 
using variables, conditionals, loops, and events; understand object-oriented abstraction; and discuss the social 
impacts of computing. 

Coding through Math (CMS & GMS): Coding through Math is an introductory elective course designed to 
introduce coding alongside math content and to illustrate how coding and math can support each other and the 
many benefits that each can provide to the other. The course is designed such that students may code 
engaging math-centric programs without any prior coding knowledge, learning the basics of coding as they 
progress through the course. 
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Fitness (CMS & GMS): Fitness is an elective designed to introduce students to the five components of fitness: 
cardiorespiratory, muscular strength, muscular endurance, flexibility, and body composition. Students will also 
be empowered to develop positive behaviors in regards to fitness, wellness, and social emotional health. This 
is not a physical education class. 

Marine Biology (CMS only): This Marine Biology course is an introduction to key marine science concepts 
and ideas. It is intended to expose students to the marine organisms and ecosystems as well as the 
ecology/relationships between them. Students develop critical and creative problem-solving skills that will 
prepare them for future marine science courses. The topics will raise awareness of the physical, chemical and 
geological aspects of oceanography, marine biology, the coastal environment and what we need to do to 
preserve it. 

Music Appreciation (CMS & GMS): This is a non-performance class that explores music of various styles 
through listening experiences. A variety of music styles, time periods, composers, and performers will be 
covered. Students will also develop an understanding of basic music literacy and core musical elements such 
as melody, rhythm, harmony, form, and texture. Activities will include listening, discussions, projects, and 
presentations. 

Life Skills (GMS only): This course will teach students basic economic and life planning skills. Students 
will learn beginning economic concepts such as budgeting and financial planning. Other life skill concepts 
such as high school graduation requirements, college and career planning, job applications, and interview 
techniques will be taught. 

Can my student change electives and/or teacher? 

Due to our schedule constraints, we are not able to accommodate class changes. The schedule has been 
developed so that students stay with a stable cohort, a Santa Clara County requirement for when it is safe for 
us to move from Connected- 100% Distance Learning to Blended - combination in-person/online learning. 

How will my child join the period 1 Zoom session on the first day of school? 

The principal will send an email to all parents and students on Friday, August 14th that will include a document 
with the Zoom links for each 1st period teacher. Teachers will guide students in 1st period, on the first day of 
school, Monday, August 17th, on how to find the Zoom links for the rest of their classes. Also, moving forward, 
our teachers will update the dashboard after 3pm on Fridays for the following week. You can view the 
dashboard on our website. 

When will my child take an iReady Math and Language Arts assessment? 

Math and Reading Diagnostics will be administered based on the following schedule: 

iReady Math Diagnostics 

Wednesday, August 19th Thursday, August 20 Friday, August 21 
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1st Period Teacher 
8:30 to 9:30am 

During Student’s Math Class During Student’s Math Class 

iReady Language Arts Diagnostics 

Tuesday, August 25th Thursday, August 27th Friday, August 28th 

1st Period Class During Student’s ELA Class During Student’s ELA Class 

For further information, you are welcome to attend the following events. 

At Crittenden At Graham 

● 6th grade parent orientation 
Wednesday, Aug. 12th, 6:00-7:00pm: 
Register in advance for this meeting by 
clicking here. After registering, you will 
receive a confirmation email containing 
information about joining the meeting. 

● Principal’s Coffee: Wednesday, August 
13th at 3:30-4:30pm. Register in advance 
for this meeting by clicking here. After 
registering, you will receive a confirmation 
email containing information about joining 
the meeting. 

● Principal’s Coffee (In Spanish) : August 
13th at 6:30-7:30pm Register in advance 
for this meeting by clicking here. After 
registering, you will receive a confirmation 
email containing information about joining 
the meeting. 

● 6th grade parent orientation Wednesday, 
Aug. 12th, 6:00-7:00pm: Register in 
advance for this meeting by clicking Register 
in advance for this meeting by clicking here. 
After registering, you will receive a 
confirmation email containing information 
about joining the meeting. 

● Principal’s Coffee: Wednesday, August 
12th at 9:00am-10:00am. Register in 
advance for this meeting by clicking here. 
After registering, you will receive a 
confirmation email containing information 
about joining the meeting. 

Thank you for your support. 

With Gratitude, 

Sonia Gomez Morales, Crittenden Principal Lauren Petrea, Graham Principal 
Colleen Walsh, Crittenden Assistant Principal Mariko Kobata, Graham Assistant Principal 
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